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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

2. Claim 1, 2, 4-8, 12, 16, 18-20, 23, 30-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being unpatentable over Knudson et al, 5765140. 

As per claim 1, Knudson et al disclose in informational data associated with 
accounts, projects, and programs. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 4, col 2, lines 1-4, col 

3. lines 28-33. He also discloses in financial data associated with the accounts, 
projects, and programs. See fig 2, fig 4, col 1, lines 16-20, col 2, lines 42-46, col 4, 
lines 12-14, col 11, lines 16-20. He also discloses in schedule and progress data 
associated with the accounts, projects, and programs. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 4, 
col 1, lines 9-15, col 2, lines 2-4, 42-45. He also discloses in data associated with 
personnel, roles, and security access information. See fig 3, col 6, lines 8-40, col 11, 
lines 21-24, 32-34. He discloses in definitions of an hierarchy of roles having 
increasing degrees of access and fiinctionality to the data in the program office 
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database wherein personnel have at least one assigned role relevant to at least one 
of the projects; see the abstract, col 1, lines 16-19, col 3, lines 21-33, col 10, lines 
36-48; he also in a role of program manager, the role of program manger having 
authority to add and update project and account data for a respective business unit, 
assign an update authorization level to personnel, and view project schedule 
progress data in all business units. See the abstract, fig 1, fig 4, col 2, lines 42-55, 
col 7, lines 26-47. He also discloses in a tactic table operable to store at least one 
predefined tactic supported by the program office database and a tactic type for 
each tactic; a tactic type to progress milestone category to the at least one tactic 
type; See col 1 1, lines 38-40, col 12 and update data associated with the progress, 
actual expenditures, and labor resources of the projects and programs; at least one 
user interface operable to display data stored in the program office according to a 
predetermined security scheme based on the security access information stored in 
the program office database, and further operable to receive the update data on a 
periodic basis. See the abstract, col 6, lines 26-29, fig 2, 3, col 5, lines 18-25, col 6, 
lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. 
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As per claim 2, Knudson et al disclose in relational data structures. See fig 1, fig 2, 
and fig 4. 

As per claim 4, Knudson et al disclose in at least one user interface comprises at 

least one self-extracting executable user interface. See col 6, lines 15-22. 

As per claim 5, Knudson et al disclose in at least one user interface comprises at 

least one program office interface. See col 1, lines 51-60, col 4, lines 42-50. 

As per claim 6, Knudson et al disclose in the program office database comprises 

more than one copy of the data residing in more than one distributed databases. See 

fig 1, fig 2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 16-19. 

As per claim 7, Knudson et al disclose in the user interface comprises more than 
one copy of the user interface residing in more than one distributed computing 
system. See the abstract, fig 1, col 6, lines 27-30, col 10, lines 45-48. 
As per claim 8, Knudson et al disclose in the data associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise an assignment table associating a person to at 
least one role defined within a business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18-25, col 
6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. 
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As per claim 1 1, Knudson et al disclose in the data associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise a role definition of a program manager having 
authorization to view and change all project and account data associated with at 
least one business unit, and to view and change all persormel data associated with 
persons assigned to the at least one business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18- 
25, col 6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. 
As per claim 12, Knudson et al disclose in data associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise a role definition of a coordinator having 
authorization to assign one or more persons to the at least one business unit, assign 
at least one role to each person, and add projects and accoimts for the at least one 
business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18-25, col 6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 
40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. 

As per claim 16, Knudson et al disclose in the data associated with translating 
progress milestones comprise a data table operable to map milestones predefined in 
a project to milestone categories predefined within the program office database. See 
fig 1, col 1 1, lines 38-40, col 12, lines. 
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As per claim 18, Knudson et al disclose in a project forecast table operable to store 
at least one current budget forecast amount for the project; and a project forecast 
history table operable to store an original budget forecast amount if it is different 
than the at least one current budget forecast amount. See fig 2, fig 4, col 1, lines 16- 
20, col 2, lines 42-46, col 4, lines 12-14, col 1 1, lines 16-20. 
As per claim 19, Knudson et al disclose in an account forecast table operable to 
store at least one revenue and expense budget amount associated with an account; 
and an account actual table operable to store at least one revenue and expense actual 
amount associated with the account. See fig 2, fig 4, col 1, lines 16-20, col 2, lines 
42-46, col 4, lines 12-14, col 11, lines 16-20. 

As per claim 20, Knudson et al disclose in the informational data comprise a 
project table operable to store informational data associated with at least one project 
identified by a project identifier. See col 4, lines 51-54, col 5, lines 1-3. 
As per claim 23, Knudson et al disclose the schedule and progress data comprise a 
milestone actual table operable to store an amount of progress into a specific 
milestone for a given project. See the abstract, fig 1, fig 4. 
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As per claim 30, Knudson et al disclose in a transaction log table operable to record 
what changes were made to data stored in the program office database, who made 
the changes, and when the changes where made. See the abstract, col 2, lines 6-12, 
col 3, lines 32-35. 

As per claim 31, Knudson et al disclose in the program office database comprised 
required data, audit data, program objective specific data, and optional data. See col 
2, lines 7-12. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
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the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knudson et al, 5765140 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Gary 
Hamel et al. 

As per claim 3, Knudson et al disclose in at least one user interface comprises 
personal computers, servers, server networks. See col 3, lines 1-11. However, he 
fails specifically to disclose in a web-based user interface. Gary Hamel et al 
disclose in a web-based user interface. See PP 81-82. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Knudson 's system such that it will use web. This is because it would 
improve Knudson 's system to be web integrity. 

5. Claims 9, 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Knudson et al, 5765140 as applied to claim 1 above, and further 
in view of Bates William. 

As per claim 9, Knudson et al disclose in the associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise an assignment table associating a person to at 
least one role defined within a business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18-25, col 
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6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically 
to disclose in having a senior management role within the business unit. Bates 
William discloses in having a senior management role within the business unit. See 
PP 2. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Knudson's system such that it have a senior 
management role within the business unit. This is because it would improve 
Knudson's system to have an organized business method. 

As per claim 13, Knudson et al disclose in the associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise an assignment table associating a person to at 
least one role defined within a business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18-25, col 
6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically 
to disclose in having manager capable of having authorization to update account 
data and project data. Bates William discloses in having manager capable of having 
authorization to update account data and project data. See PP 1-3. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Knudson's system such that it have a manager capable of 
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having authorization to update account data and project data. This is because it 
would improve Knudson's system to have an accurate data. 
As per claim 14, Knudson et al disclose in the associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise an assignment table associating a person to at 
least one role defined within a business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18-25, col 
6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically 
to disclose in a role definition of a project manager capable of having authorization 
to update project data. Bates William discloses in a role definition of a project 
manager capable of having authorization to update project data. See PP 1-3. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Knudson's system such that it have a role 
definition of a project manager capable of having authorization to update project 
data. This is because it would improve Knudson's system to have an accurate data. 

6. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knudson et al, 5765140 as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of PMBK. 
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As per claim 15, Knudson et al disclose in the data associated with security access 
information of personnel. See col 5, lines 18-25, col 6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40- 
46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically to disclose in definitions of 
an hierarchy of roles. PMBK discloses in definitions of an authorization hierarchy 
of roles. See fig 1-1, fig 4-1, fig 5-1, fig 6-1, fig 7-1. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Knudson' s system such that it have an hierarchy of roles. This is because it 
would improve Knudson' s system to have an authorized data. 
7. Claims 24-26, 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Knudson et al, 5765140 in view of Bates William S 
As per claim 24, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data associated 
with at least one project in a program office database, including informational data, 
financial data, schedule. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16- 
20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, 
col 1 1, lines 16-24, 32-34. However, he fails specifically to disclose in a milestone 
defined for the project; a reporting period; and a percentage completion value of the 
milestone in the reporting period independent of forecast or actuals. Bates william 
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S disclose in a milestone defined for the project; a reporting period; and a 
percentage completion value of the milestone in the reporting period independent of 
forecast or actuals. See PP 1-3. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Rnudson's 
system such that it will have milestone in the reporting period. This is because it 
would improve Knudson's system to have reporting and forecasting ability. 
As per claim 25, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data associated 
with at least one project in a program office database, including informational data, 
financial data, schedule. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16- 
20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, 
col 11, lines 16-24, 32-34. However, he fails specifically to disclose in a project 
actual table operable to store actual expenditure amounts spent during a specific 
reporting period for a project. Bates william S disclose in a project actual table 
operable to store actual expenditure amounts spent during a specific reporting 
period for a project. See PP 1-3. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Knudson's 
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system such that it will have specific reporting period for a project. This is because 
it would improve Knudson's system to have reporting and forecasting ability. 

As per claim 26, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data associated 
with at least one project in a program office database, including informational data, 
financial data, schedule. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16- 
20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, 
col 1 1, lines 16-24, 32-34. However, he fails specifically to disclose in actual 
expenditure amounts spent during the specific reporting period for an account. 
Bates William S disclose in actual expenditure amounts spent during the specific 
reporting period for an account. See PP 1-3. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Knudson's system such that it will have actual expenditure amounts. This is 
because it would improve Knudson's system to have accurate reporting period for 
an account. 

As per claim 28, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data associated 
with at least one project in a program office database, including informational data. 
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financial data, schedule and progress data associated with the at least one project. 
See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, 
col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16-24, 32-34. 
However, he fails specifically to disclose in a project identified by a project 
identifier and to enable escalated reporting to upper management about unresolved 
problems. Bates william S disclose in a project identified by a project identifier and 
to enable escalated reporting to upper management about unresolved problems. See 
PP 1-3. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Knudson's system such that it will 
enable escalated reporting to upper management about unresolved problems. This is 
because it would improve Knudson's system to have accurate reporting period for 
unresolved problems. 

8. Claim 29 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knudson et al, 5765140 in view of Bates william S as apphed to claim 28 above, 
and further in view of PMBK. 

As per claim 29, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data associated 
with at least one project in a program office database, including informational data, 



• 
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financial data, schedule and progress data associated with the at least one project. 
See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, 
col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16-24, 32-34. 
However, he fails specifically to disclose in roadblock type; date and time the 
problem was encountered. PMBK disclose in roadblock type; date and time the 
problem was encountered. See PP 109. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Knudson's system such that it will have project roadblock table. This is because it 
would improve Knudson's system to have accurate date and time encountership of 
the problem. 

9. Claims 27, 32, 35, 38-40, 42, 44, 45-47, 50, 57, 60-62 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Knudson et al, 5765 140 in view of 
PMBK. 

As per claim 27, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data associated 
with at least one project in a program office database, including informational data, 
financial data, schedule and progress data associated with the at least one project. 
See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, 
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col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 11, lines 16-24, 32-34. 
However, he fails specifically to disclose in a user table to store a weight value 
indicative of importance for each system affected by the projects and programs. 
PMBK discloses in a user table to store a weight value indicative of importance for 
each system affected by the projects and programs. See figure 1-1 —7-1. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Knudson's system such that it will have a weight 
value indicative of importance for each system. This is because it would improve 
Knudson's system to have a user weight table. 

As per claim 32, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data associated 
with at least one project in a program office database, including informational data, 
financial data, schedule and progress data associated with the at least one project. 
See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, 
col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16-24, 32-34. 
He also discloses in storing update data associated with the at least one project; 
identifying persons associated with the at least one project. See the abstract, fig 1, 
col 5, lines 1-5. He also discloses in storing and accessing a tactic table having at 
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least one predefined tactic supported by the program office database; he also in a 
role of program manager, the role of program manger having authority to add and 
update project and account data for a repective business unit, assign an update 
authorization level to personnel, and view project schedule progress data in all 
business units. See the abstract, fig 1, fig 4, col 2, lines 42-55, col 7, lines 26-47; 
storing and accessing a tactic type table having at least one vahd tactic type; storing 
and accessing a milestone category table having at least one category of milestones; 
and storing and accessing a tactic type to milestone category cross-reference table 
associating the at least one milestone category to the at least one tactic type. See the 
abstract, col 6, lines 26-29, fig 2, 3, col 5, lines 18-25, col 6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 
40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically to disclose in identifying 
persons associated with at least one project, defining a role hierarchy roles 
associated with data access, assigning at least one role relevant to the at least one 
project to each person. PMBK discloses in identifying persons associated with at 
least one project, defining a role hierarchy roles associated with data access, 
assigning at least one role relevant to the at least one project to each person. See 
PP 1, fig 1-1, fig 4-1, fig 5-1, fig 6-1, fig 7-1. Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Knudson's system such that it have an hierarchy of roles. This is because it 
would improve Knudson's system to have hierarchy roles integrity. 
As per claim 35, Knudson et al disclose in the data associated with security access 
information of personnel. See col 5, lines 18-25, col 6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40- 
46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically to disclose in definitions of 
an hierarchy of roles. PMBK discloses in definitions of an authorization hierarchy 
of roles. See fig 1-1, fig 4-1, fig 5-1, fig 6-1, fig 7-1. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Knudson's system such that it have an hierarchy of roles. This is because it 
would improve Knudson's system to have an authorized data. 
As per claim 38, Knudson et al disclose in the associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise an assignment table associating a person to at 
least one role defined within a business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18-25, col 
6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically 
to disclose in having manager capable of having authorization to update account 
data and project data. Bates William discloses in having manager capable of having 
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authorization to update account data and project data. See PP 1-3. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Knudson's system such that it have a manager capable of 
having authorization to update account data and project data. This is because it 
would improve Knudson's system to have an accurate data. 
As per claim 39, Knudson et al disclose in the associated with security access 
information of personnel comprise an assignment table associating a person to at 
least one role defined within a business unit. See the abstract, col 5, lines 18-25, col 
6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically 
to disclose in a role definition of a project manager capable of having authorization 
to update project data. Bates William discloses in a role definition of a project 
manager capable of having authorization to update project data. See PP 1-3. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Knudson's system such that it have a role 
definition of a project manager capable of having authorization to update project 
data. This is because it would improve Knudson's system to have an accurate data. 
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As per claim 40, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing data comprise 
storing and accessing data stored in at least one relational database. See the 
abstract, fig 1, fig 2, and fig 4. 

As per claim 42, Knudson et al disclose in the data associated with security access 
information of personnel. See col 5, lines 18-25, col 6, lines 27-30, col 7, lines 40- 
46, col 10, lines 48-54. However, he fails specifically to disclose in definitions of 
an hierarchy of roles. PMBK discloses in definitions of an authorization hierarchy 
of roles. See fig 1-1, fig 4-1, fig 5-1, fig 6-1, fig 7-1. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Knudson' s system such that it have an hierarchy of roles. This is because it 
would improve Knudson's system to have an authorized data. 
As per claim 44, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing a data table 
associating a milestone to the at least one tactic. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 
4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12- 
14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16-24, 32-34. 

As per claim 45, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing a project 
forecast table having at least one current budget forecast amount for the project; and 
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Storing and accessing a project forecast history table operable to store an initial 
budget forecast amount if it is different than the at least one current budget forecast 
amount. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1- 
4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16- 
24, 32-34. 

As per claim 46, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing an account 
forecast table operable to store at least one revenue and expense budget amount 
associate with an account; and storing and accessing an account actual table 
operable to store at least one revenue and expense actual amount associated with the 
account. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1- 
4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16- 
24, 32-34. 

As per claim 47, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing a project table to 
store informational data associated with at least one project identified by a project 
identifier; and storing and accessing an account table operable to store 
informational data associated with at least one account identified by an account 
identifier. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 3, fig 4, col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 
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1-4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12-14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16- 
24, 32-34. 

As per claim 50, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing the schedule and 
progress data comprise storing and accessing a milestone actual table having an 
amount of progress into a specific milestone for a given period for a project. See 
col 1, lines 9-15, 16-20 col 2, lines 1-4, 42-46, col 3, lines 28-33, col 4, lines 12- 
14, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 16-24, 32-34. 

As per claim 57, it contains the same limitations as claim 30, therefore are rejected 
by the same rationale. 

As per claim 60, Knudson et al disclose in storing data at least one other data 
source. See col 3, lines 32-34. He also discloses in retrieving the data source. See 
col 10, lines 4-5, col 12, lines 37-38. However, he fails specifically to disclose in 
verifying data in the program office database with the data from the at least one 
other data source. Official notice is taken that verifying data in the program office 
database with the data from the at least one other data source is old and well known 
in the art. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of applicant's invention to include verifying data in the program office database 
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with the data from the at least one other data source because this would improve 
Knudson's system to have a verification process. 

As per claim 61, Knudson et al disclose in storing data at least one other data 
source. See col 3, lines 32-34. He also discloses in retrieving the data source. See 
col 10, lines 4-5, col 12, lines 37-38. However, he fails specifically to disclose in 
using the data from at least one audits. Official notice is taken that using the data 
from at least one audits is old and well known in the art. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention to 
include using the data from at least one audits because this would improve 
Knudson's system to have a better auditing method. 

As per claim 62, Knudson et al disclose in storing data at least one other data 
source. See col 3, lines 32-34. He also discloses in retrieving the data source. See 
col 10, lines 4-5, col 12, lines 37-38. 

10. Claim 33, and 59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Knudson et al, 5765 140 in view of PMBK as applied to claim 32 above, and 
further in view of Bates William. 
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As per claim 33, Knudson et al disclose in identifying persons further comprises an 
update authorization level to each person. See the abstract, fig 1, col 5, lines 1-5, 
col 6, lines, col 6, lines 26-28. However, he fails specifically to disclose in having a 
senior management role. Bates William discloses in having a senior management 
role, within the business unit. See PPl-3. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Knudson' s system such that it have a senior management role. This is because it 
would improve Knudson 's system to have an organized business method. 
As per claim 59, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing update data 
comprise storing the update data via a self-extracting spread sheet-based user 
interface implementing a security scheme using the role and update authorization 
level assignment to the users. See col 6, lines 15-30. 

1 1 . Claim 58 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Knudson et al, 5765140 as applied to claim 33 above, and further in view of Gary 
Hamel et al. 

As per claim 58, Knudson et al disclose in storing and accessing the data comprise 
storing and accessing data via personal computers, servers, server networks. See col 
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3, lines 1-11. However, he fails specifically to disclose in a web-based user 
interface. Gary Hamel et al disclose in a web-based user interface. See PP 81-82. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Knudson's system such that it will use web. This 
is because it would improve Knudson's system to be web integrity. 
12. Claim 63 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable over 
Knudsonetal, 5765140. 

As per claim 63, Knudson et al disclose in informational data associated with 
projects, and programs. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 4, col 2, lines 1-4, col 3, lines 
28-33. He also discloses in financial data associated with the accounts, projects, and 
programs. See fig 2, fig 4, col 1, lines 16-20, col 2, lines 42-46, col 4, lines 12-14, 
col 11, lines 16-20. He also discloses in schedule and progress data associated with 
the accounts, projects, and programs. See the abstract, fig 1-2, fig 4, col 1, lines 9- 
15, col 2, lines 2-4, 42-45. He also discloses in a personnel data associated with 
persons having responsibility associated with the projects and programs, the 
personnel identifier for each person. See col 5, lines 17-28. He also discloses 
security data having an assignment of at least one role to each person and an 
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assignment of at least one update authorization to certain persons having oversight 
responsibiHty; see fig 3, col 6, lines 8-40, col 1 1, lines 21-24, 32-34. He discloses in 
definitions of an hierarchy of roles having increasing degrees of access and 
functionality to the data in the program office database wherein personnel have at 
least one assigned role relevant to at least one of the projects; see the abstract, col 1, 
lines 16-19, col 3, lines 21-33, col 10, lines 36-48; he also in a role of program 
manager, the role of program manger having authority to add and update project 
and account data for a repective business unit, assign an update authorization level 
to personnel, and view project schedule progress data in all business units. See the 
abstract, fig 1, fig 4, col 2, lines 42-55, col 7, lines 26-47. He also discloses in data 
associated with translating progress milestones. See col 1 1, lines 38-40, col 12, 
lines. He also discloses in update data associated with the progress, actual 
expenditures, and labor resources of the projects and programs. See the abstract, col 
6, lines 26-29. He also discloses in at least one user interface operable to display 
data stored in the program office according to a predetermined security scheme 
based on the person identifier, role and update authorization assignment stored in 
the at least one program office database, and fiirther operable to receive the update 
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data on a periodic basis. See fig 2, 3, col 5, lines 18-25, col 6, lines 27-30, col 7, 
lines 40-46, col 10, lines 48-54. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 34, 36-37, 41, 48-49, 51-56 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 

14. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the 
advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened 
statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the 
advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will 
be calculated fi-om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however. 
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will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Conclusion 

15. T^je^rior^ljnade^ 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Wolters, Jr. et al, 5826252 October 20, 1998. A system for managing multiple 
prefects 01 a similar type haTTglofeaLpr^ct management database for storing data 
for all participating projects which is dynaniicall>a5H^ted,satii^estcu^^ 
representing best current_piaGttc€s'acrossall participating projectsliTthe system. 
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Response to Arguments 

16. Applicant's arguments filed on 07/16/02 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive with respect to claims 1-9, 12-16, 18-33, 35, 38-40, 42, 44-47, 
50-63. 

15. The Apphcant argues that Claim 1 recites, in part, "a tactic table operable to 
store at least one predefined tactic supported by the program office database and a 
tactic type for each tactic", and "a tactic type to progress milestone category 
cross-reference table operable to map at least one progress milestone category to the 
at least one tactic type". The cited portion of Knudson generally involves a master 
database, project tasks, a project plan and users. The cited portion of Knudson does 
not involve a "tactic" or a "tactic type" of any kind, nor has the Examiner provided 
any explanation of how Knudson teaches or suggests these elements of Claim 1. 
The Examiner disagrees. Because Knudson does not only involve in a master 
database, project tasks, a project plan and users but also discloses in a "tactic type" 
table. For more reference, fig 2, col 2, lines 29-31, 56- 63, fig 4, col 2, lines 36-38, 
col 7, lines 26-46. In figure 4, the revise project plan is the same as a tactic table 
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because it stores a predefined supported by the program office database. Also figure 

1, (project 1 and project 2) is a tactic table that store at least one predefined tactic. 

Therefore, Knudson does teach or suggest every limitation of Claim 1. 

Also dependent Claims 2, 4-8, 11-12, 16, 18-20, 23, 30-3 1, which depend fi-om 

independent Claim 1, are rejected due to their dependency on the rejected base 

claims. 

The Applicant also argues that Claim 32 recites, in part, "storing and accessing a 
tactic table having at least one predefined tactic supported by the program office 
database" and "storing and accessing a tactic type table having at least one valid 
tactic type". As shown above, Knudson does not teach or suggest these elements . 
and PMBK is not relied upon by the Examiner to teach these elements, nor does 
PMBK teach or suggest these elements. 

The Examiner disagrees. Because Knudson discloses in storing and accessing a 
tactic table having at least one predefined tactic supported by the program office 
database" and "storing and accessing a tactic type table having at least one valid 
tactic type. See col 1, lines 49-52. It describes how Microsoft project is planning, 
managing, storing and accessing a tactic table. Also see figure 1, (project 1 and 
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project 2) is a tactic table that store at least one predefined tactic. Therefore, 
Knudson does teach or suggest every limitation of Claim 32. Applicant also argues 
that PMBK does not suggest these elements. The examiner disagrees. Because 
PMBK suggests those elements mentioned in the above. See fig 1-1, 4-1-9.1, 12-1. 
It describes about project management that includes activity definition, project plan 
which implies storing update data, defining a role of data access and assign project 
to an individual. It also implies storing and accessing category table associating 
with at least one tactic type. 

Therefore, for the above reasons, Claim 32 is rejected over Knudson and PMBK. 
The applicant also argues that claim 63 recites, in part, "a tactic table operable to 
store at least one predefined tactic supported by the program office database and a 
tactic type for each tactic" and "a tactic type to progress milestone category 
cross-reference table operable to map at least one progress milestone category to the 
at least one tactic type". As shown above, Knudson does not teach or suggest these 
elements of Claim 63. 

The examiner disagrees. Because Knudson discloses in a tactic table operable to 
store at least one predefined tactic supported by the program office database and a 
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tactic type for each tactic" and "a tactic type to progress milestone category 
cross-reference table operable to map at least one progress milestone category to the 
at least one tactic type" see the abstract, fig 2, col 2, lines 29-31, 56- 63, fig 4, col 2, 
lines 36-38, col 7, lines 26-46. Particularly, figure 4, the describes revise, assign 
and create project plan(s) which implies a tactic type to progress the desired plan; 
and is similar to what the applicant has described in the above. Therefore, because 
of the above reasons, claim 63 is rejected. 

The applicant also argues that for dependent claim 3, the prior art, Gary Hamel does 
not teach "data associated with translating progress milestones defined in the 
projects to tactics defined in the system", "a tactic table operable to store at least 
one predefined tactic supported by the program office database and a tactic type for 
each tactic", and "a tactic type to progress milestone category cross-reference table 
operable to map at least one progress milestone category to the at least one tactic 
type" as recited by Claim 1, nor is Gary Hamel relied on to teach this limitation. 
The examiner disagrees. Because the examiner never mentioned that Gary suggests 
the elements in the above; however Knudson suggests the elements mentioned in 
the above. See the explanation given in the above for claim 1. However, Gary 
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suggests the missing element in Knudson which is web-based user interface. See 
Page 82. Second column, lines 43-46 which implies a user interface in a web 
environment. 

Therefore, Claim 3 is rejected. For the above reasons. 

The applicant also argues that for dependent Claims 9, 13 and 14, Bates William 
does not teach "data associated with translating progress milestones defined in the 
projects to tactics defined in the system", "a tactic table operable to store at least 
one predefined tactic supported by the program office database and a tactic type for 
each tactic", and "a tactic type to progress milestone category cross-reference table 
operable to map at least one progress milestone category to the at least one tactic 
type" as recited by Claim 1, nor is Bates William relied on to teach this limitation. 
The Examiner disagrees. Because knudson suggests in "data associated with 
translating progress milestones defined in the projects to tactics defined in the 
system", "a tactic table operable to store at least one predefined tactic supported by 
the program office database and a tactic type for each tactic", and "a tactic type to 
progress milestone category cross-reference table operable to map at least one 
progress milestone category to the at least one tactic type. See the reason given in 
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the above for claim 1. Bates william discloses in senior management role in a 
business unit. See page 2. Therefore, claims 9, 13 and 14 are rejected for the above 
reasons. 

The applicant also argues that for dependent Claims dependent Claims 10 and 15 
PMBK does not teach "data associated with translating progress milestones defined 
in the projects to tactics defined in the system", "a tactic table operable to store at 
least one predefined tactic supported by the program office database and a tactic 
type for each tactic", and "a tactic type to progress milestone category 
cross-reference table operable to map at least one progress milestone category to the 
at least one tactic type" as recited by Claim 1, nor is PMBK rehed on to teach this 
limitation. 

The examiner disagrees. Because knudson suggests in "data associated with 
translating progress milestones defined in the projects to tactics defined in the 
system", "a tactic table operable to store at least one predefined tactic supported by 
the program office database and a tactic type for each tactic", and "a tactic type to 
progress milestone category cross-reference table operable to map at least one 
progress milestone category to the at least one tactic type" see reasons given for 
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claims 1 and 63 in the above. Also PMBK discloses in an hierarchy of roles having 
access to the data. See fig 1-1, 4-1-9-1, 12-1. These figures imply the role of 
security access information. 

Therefore, Claim 15 is rejected for the above reasons. 

Conceming dependent claims 24-26, 28 and 29, see the reason given in the above 
for claims 1 and 63. 

Conceming dependent claims 33 and 59, see the reason given in the above for 
claims 1 and 63. 

Conclusion 

1 7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

A. Wolters, Jr. et al, 5826252 October 20, 1998. A system for managing multiple 
projects of a similar type has a global project management database for storing data 
for all participating projects which is dynamically updated with best current data 
representing best current practices across all participating projects in the system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mussie Tesfamariam whose telephone number is 
(703)305-1393. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 
9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Eric stamber can be reached at (703) 
305-8469. 

Any response to this office action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarlfis 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703)746-7239, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703)746-7240, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

or 

(703)746-7238, (for After-final) 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal park If^, 2^^J1 Crystal 
Drive 

Arlington, Virginia, (Receptionist). 
Mussie Tesfamariam 

August 16, 2002 <^ il^^ ' 



STEPHEN GRAVINI 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



